Part Ill - Administrative, Procedural, and Miscellaneous

DELAY OF RENEWAL PERIOD FOR ENROLLED AGENTS WHOSE TAX
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS END IN 4, 5, OR 6.

Announcement 2010-81

This Announcement delays until further notice the renewal period under section
10.6(d) of the regulations governing practice before the IRS, Treasury Department
Circular No. 230, 31 CFR part 10 (Circular 230), for enrolled agents with social security
numbers or tax identification numbers ending in 4, 5, or 6.

Circular 230 requires that, to maintain active enrollment to practice before the
IRS, enrolled agents must renew enrollment every third year after initial enrollment is
granted. An enrolled agent’s renewal schedule is determined by the last digit of the
individual's social security or tax identification number as provided in section 10.6(d) of
Circular 230. The renewal schedules are staggered with approximately one third of
enrolled agents renewing every year. To apply for renewal, individuals file a Form
8554, “Application for Renewal of Enroliment to Practice Before the Internal Revenue
Service.” The Form must be filed between November 1 and January 31 of the
appropriate year, and renewal is effective on April 1. The renewal period for enrolled
agents whose social security numbers or tax identification numbers end in 4, 5,0r 6 is

scheduled to begin on November 1, 2010, and end on January 31, 2011.



The IRS is currently implementing the recommendations in Publication 4832,
“Return Preparer Review,” which was published on January 4, 2010. As part of the
implementation, the IRS published regulations that require all individuals who apply for
or renew a PTIN to pay a $50 user fee, plus a separate fee of $14.25 to the vendor (TD
9503). A portion of the costs to the government to process a PTIN application or
renewal, which are recovered by the $50 user fee, overlaps with the costs to the
government to process an initial enrollment or renewal of enroliment application. The
Treasury Department and the IRS anticipate that the enrolled agent initial enrollment
and renewal of enroliment user fees may be substantially reduced in the future.

To ensure that the revised user fee to renew enrollment as an enrolled agent is
effective before the start of the next renewal period, the IRS is delaying the upcoming
renewal period for enrolled agents whose social security numbers or tax identification
numbers end in 4, 5, or 6 until further notice. When a date for the renewal period is
determined, the IRS will publish a schedule for affected enrolled agents to renew their
enrollment in the Internal Revenue Bulletin and on the IRS Office of Professional

Responsibility (OPR) webpage at http://www.irs.gov/taxpros/agents/index.html. This

schedule will be published at least 30 days prior to the beginning of the revised period
for enrollment. Affected enrolled agents will have at least 60 calendar days but no more
than 120 calendar days under the revised renewal of enrollment schedule to submit the
required applications for renewal.

OPR will not accept or process applications for renewal of enroliment until the

period for renewal of enroliment is announced in the Internal Revenue Bulletin and on



the OPR webpage. This delay will not impact an affected enrolled agent’s current
status as an enrolled agent in good standing. Also, this delay will not affect the number
of hours of continuing professional education required for renewal or the time period
within which these hours must be completed.

The principal author of this announcement is Emily M. Lesniak of the Office of
Associate Chief Counsel (Procedure & Administration). For further information

regarding this notice contact Emily M. Lesniak on (202) 622-4570 (not a toll-free call).



